RESOLUTION

IN SUPPORT OF THE FUNDING AND FILLING OF JUDICIAL VACANCIES
IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

WHEREAS, the statewide bars listed below represent thousands of lawyers in the Commonwealth of Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the un(lersig’ned statewide bars actively advocate for law reform and to improve the administration of justice and to enhance
access to justice; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia has an outstan(ling’ judiciary that is one of the finest in the nation; and

WHEREAS, in 2010, the General Assem]oly froze the fiHing’ of ju(licial vacancies in the absence of fun(ling’ ]:)y the General Assem]:)ly for any

such vacancies ; and
WHEREAS, in 2011, there were 35 existing and anticipate(l ju(licial vacancies and 21 were funded; and
WHEREAS, in 2012, there were 48 ju(licial vacancies and 34 were fun(le(l; and

WHEREAS, in 2013, it is anticipatecl there will be 49 juclicial vacancies and only 32 were funded (as well as funding’ for one additional new
juclg’eship); and

WHEREAS, in 2010, when the freeze on filling judicial vacancies began, Virginia had 402 authorized judgeships in the Commonwealth; and
WHEREAS, Virginia now has only 386 funded judgeships; and

WHEREAS, while the number of funded judgeships has declined, Virginia's population has continued to grow; and

WHEREAS, in 2012, Virginia had an annual fiscal budget of about $42 billion; and

WHEREAS, less than 1 percent of Virginia's 2012 budget ($381 million) was allocated to the operations of Virginia's judiciary; and
WHEREAS, in 2012, Virginia's courts collected approximately $661 million for the Commonwealth’s treasury; and

WHEREAS, in her State of the ]udiciary Address to the Judicial Conference of Virginia in May, 2013, Supreme Court of Virginia Chief
Justice Cynthia D. Kinser called on the executive and leg‘islative branches to work tog’ether to fund and fill all vacant judg‘eships across the
Commonwealtll; and

WHEREAS, Chief Justice Kinser also encouraged efforts to build support for Virginia's judiciary and for the funding and filling of existing

and anticipate(l vacancies; and

WHEREAS, unfilled ju(].icial vacancies, and the resulting‘ case overload in our courts, create a severe detriment to the sound and efficient
administration of our ju(].icial system in the Commonwealth and hinder access to justice l)y our citizens and businesses; and

WHEREAS, the un(].ersig‘ne(l bars believe that the fun(].ing’ and filling’ of ju(].iciary vacancies will increase access to justice and will aid in the

administration of justice in our courts; and

WHEREAS, the bars further believe that when our courts operate efficiently, our economy benefits and Virginia's reputation as a place where

businesses want to locate, remain, and transact business is enllance(l; and

WHEREAS, the failure to act now to support our ju(liciary and the {;un(].ing’ and filling’ of ju(licial vacancies is lilzely to result in 1ong'er times
to resolve cases an(l, as a result, access to justice will be (lelaye(l an(l, in some cases, denie(l; and

WHEREAS, the fun(ling’ and filling’ of all ju(licial vacancies will help ensure that Virginia's ju(liciary remains, as it is now, among the very

best in the nation and that no one is denied prompt and certain access to justice; and

WHEREAS, the statewide bars encourage Virginia's executive and leg’islative branches to work tog’ether to fund and fill all vacant ju(lg’eships

in Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the statewide bars believe that the fun(ling’ and ﬁlling’ of all existing and anticipate(l ]'u(licial vacancies is critical to the sound

and efficient administration of our juclicial system and the preservation of reacly access to justice l)y our citizens and businesses.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the undersig’ned statewide bars fully support the funding’ and filling’ of all existing and

anticipated judicial vacancies in Virginia.

ADOPTED this 12 day of Septeml)er, 2013 ]Jy the following’ Virginia Statewide Bar Associations:
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President, Asian Pacific American Bar Association of Virginia, Inc. President, Virginia Association of Defense Attorneys
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Michele 8. Cumberland Thomas R. Bagl)y 7 d

Presicled Virginia Creditors Bar Association President, The Virginia Bar Association

Manuel E. Leiva ]#ar‘Eara S. Williams

President, Hispanic Bar Association of Virginia President, Virginia Trial Lawyers Association

Cynfllia E. Hudson Ma];%se Q/ Allen
P17i%ent,hLocal Governmept Attorneys of Virginia President, Virginia Women Attorneys Association

Vinceretta Taylor Chiles
President, Old Dominion Bar Association




